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CAN WE REALLY HAVE IT ALL?
ASOLO REPERTORY THEATRE EXPLORES THE PURSUIT OF LOVE, CAREER, FAMILY, AND RELATIONSHIPS
WITH THE HEIDI CHRONICLES

(SARASOTA, January 16, 2013) — Asolo Repertory Theatre challenges its audiences to answer questions
both women and men have been asking themselves since the second wave of feminism emerged in the
1960’s: is it possible for women to balance a career and a family at the same time? If yes, then does
“having it all” equate fulfillment in life? The Heidi Chronicles, Wendy Wasserstein’s 1989 Pulitzer and
Tony Award winning play, maps the coming of age of Heidi Holland, a member of the baby boomer
generation and a successful art historian, during the 1960’s, 1970’s, and 1980’s. The story begins with
Heidi at age 16 and follows her through periods of idealism to political radicalism and militant feminism.
By the time Heidi reaches age 40, she achieves her personal happiness through materialism and
motherhood, two things she initially rejected.
The Heidi Chronicles is the third show in the 2013 repertory season, following two weeks after
season opener You Can’t Take It With You and a week after Glengarry Glen Ross. The Heidi Chronicles
will have two preview performances Jan. 17 and 18 at 8 p.m. before it formally opens Saturday, Jan. 19
at 8 p.m. Laura Kepley, Associate Artistic Director of Cleveland Play House, directs this popular modern
classic in her first season at Asolo Rep, which runs through March 17. “The questions this play raises are
just as urgent and relevant now as when the play was written, maybe even more so,” said Kepley. “We
are still struggling to balance career and family. Part of growing up means realizing that we have the
power to create our own definition of happiness. This is Heidi’s journey, which certainly resonates with a
21st century audience.”
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The story unfolds through a series of interrelated scenes beginning with Heidi (played by New
York stage actress Elizabeth King-Hall) as a reserved 16 year-old girl at a prep school dance. There she
meets best friend Susan Johnston (Chicago native Gail Rastorfer, also seen as Mrs. Kirby in this season’s
Asolo Rep production of You Can’t Take It With You), a more outgoing, aggressive, career-minded
feminist. She also encounters two men that go on to play significant roles in shaping her life: the
conceited womanizer and magazine publisher Scoop Rosenbaum (New York-based guest artist Zachary
Fine) with whom she has an affair, and charming pediatrician Peter Patrone (fellow New York actor Brian
Sills), someone that she cares for deeply and could potentially make a great husband who, ultimately,
turns out to be gay. The play tracks these characters until age 40, and reveals how their destinies are
shaped by the individual choices they make. All four lead actors are making their debut on the Asolo Rep
stage.
How does this show relate to the theatre’s five-season theme, The American Character Project?
“The Heidi Chronicles is absolutely a play about life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” said
Michael Donald Edwards, Producing Artistic Director for Asolo Repertory Theatre. “Heidi proclaims in
the play ‘All people deserve to fulfill their potential.’ I can’t imagine a more profound follow-up
statement to 1776 and Thomas Jefferson’s ‘All men (and women) are created equal’ for this, the third
show of our inaugural American Character season.”
“It’s a fun, funny, and moving story of four friends navigating a rapidly shifting American
landscape. The play covers 25 years in 13 scenes. In researching the time period of the play --- the
1960’s, 1970’s, and 1980’s --- I looked at photographs from iconic moments, listened to amazing music,
and learned the hully-gully, the twist, and the hustle. It truly was an extraordinary time in our country’s
history,” added Kepley.
The Heidi Chronicles is considered Wasserstein’s best work. The play premiered off-Broadway at
Playwrights Horizon on Nov. 18, 1988 and closed on Feb. 19, 1989 after 99 performances. It debuted on
Broadway at the Plymouth Theatre on March 9, 1989 and closed Sept. 1, 1990 after a run of 622
performances. Both productions were directed by Daniel J. Sullivan. The original cast featured Joan Allen
as Heidi, Peter Friedman as Scoop, Boyd Gaines as Peter. Sarah Jessica Parker and Cynthia Nixon of Sex
and The City fame both were featured in the play in three small roles, Parker in the off-Broadway
production, and Nixon stepping in for the Broadway run.
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Kepley’s production for Asolo Rep utilizes video projections and popular music to support the
action and evoke the feeling of each decade. It also showcases the sometimes outrageous fashion and
hairstyle choices of the era that will undoubtedly leave some audience members scratching their heads,
‘Did we actually look like that?’” To pull this off, Kepley has assembled a team of designers from all over
the country and Asolo Rep’s resident talent pool. Michael Clark, a film and video designer for live events
with a long list of national credits including Broadway’s Annie, Chaplin, and Ghost the Musical, created
the projections prominently featured in the show. Kris Stone, a New York-based designer in her third
season created the set pieces. Paul Miller, having recently finished 1776 at Asolo Rep, designed the
lighting. Jennifer Caprio, a New York-based costume designer, is responsible for creating the more than
90 looks for the show’s characters. Asolo staffer Matt Parker designed the sound and resident hair/wig
and make-up designer Michelle Hart puts the finishing touches the characters before each performance.
CAST
in order of appearance
ELIZABETH KING-HALL*

Heidi Holland

GAIL RASTORFER*

Susan Johnston

BRENDAN RAGAN

Chris Boxer/Ensemble

BRIAN SILLS*

Peter Patrone

ZACHARY FINE*

Scoop Rosenbaum

ERIN WHITNEY

Jill/Molly/Ensemble

BRITTANY PROIA+

Fran/April/Ensemble

LINDSAY TORNQUIST

Becky/Betsy/Ensemble

KELLY CAMPBELL

Debbie/Denise/Ensemble

CHRISTOPHER WYNN

Mark/Ensemble

SARAH BROWN

Lisa Friedlander/Ensemble

ZAK WILSON

Waiter/Ensemble

JOSEPH McGRANAGHAN

Ray/Ensemble

*members of Actors’ Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors in the United States
+appears courtesy of Actors’ Equity Association
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SCHEDULE OF PERFORMANCES
Jan. 17, 8 p.m. - Preview #1
Jan. 18, 8 p.m. - Preview #2
Jan. 19, 8 p.m. - Opening Night
Jan. 23, 2 p.m.
Jan. 24, 8 p.m.
Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m. - Tuesday Talkback
Jan. 31, 2 p.m.
Feb. 6, 8 p.m.
Feb. 8, 8 p.m.
Feb. 13, 8 p.m.
Feb. 14, 2 p.m.

Feb. 16, 8 p.m.
Feb. 17, 2 p.m. - Meet the Actors
Feb. 19, 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 21, 8 p.m.
Feb. 23, 2 p.m.
Feb. 27, 8 p.m.
March 5, 7:30 p.m. - Tuesday Talkback
March 7, 8 p.m.
March 9, 8 p.m.
March 16, 2 p.m.
March 17, 2 p.m. - Closing Matinee

TICKETS
Ticket prices for all previews and performances range between $20 to $72. Tickets can be purchased at
the Asolo Repertory Theatre Box Office in person or by calling 800.361.8388 or 941.351.8000, or online
at www.asolorep.org. The Asolo Repertory Theatre and Box Office are located in the FSU Performing
Arts Center adjacent to the John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art at 5555 N. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota.
Asolo Repertory Theatre Winter 2013 Box Office Hours:
Monday:
Tues.-Sat.:
Sunday:

10a.m.-4p.m.
10a.m.-8p.m.
10a.m.-2p.m.

SPECIAL PUBLIC PROGRAMMING FOR THE HEIDI CHRONICLES
Meet the Actors - Feb. 17, 2013
Audience members will have the opportunity to interact with the cast during a moderated talkback
immediately following the 2 p.m. matinee. This event is free.
Tuesday Talkbacks
Immediately following the performances on Jan. 29 and March 5, the audience is invited to join a cast
and a creative team member for a moderated talkback on the mezzanine.
- more -
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SPONSORS
Asolo Repertory Theatre is able to bring The Heidi Chronicles to the stage because of the generosity of
our corporate sponsors and individual supporters. Corporate sponsors for The Heidi Chronicles are The
Jewish Federation of Sarasota-Manatee, Biz (941), SNN Local News 6, and Residence Inn by Marriott.
Season sponsors are Florida State University, Gulf Coast Community Foundation, Comcast, Designing
Women Boutique, Virginia B. Toulmin Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, and The Woman’s
Exchange, Inc. Paid for in part by Sarasota County Tourist Development Tax revenues. Sponsored in part
by the State of Florida, Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council on Arts and
Culture.
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